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but otherwise everything looked the same
as usual.

We returned to the office in about an hour,
after I had seen that all the preparations for
lunch were made. The cook had departed,
but the bearer and I between us managed to
get things ready in a fashion. I took a book
to read with me, and busied myself in that
manner until, about one o'clock, Colonel
Skene and some of his officers, with my
husband, returned from the scene of action.
Our first inquiries were for Mr. Bracken-
bury, and then it became evident that
something serious had happened to him,
and all our fears were aroused. After
that, things seemed to assume quite a
different aspect, for the officers were all
talking so gravely together, and did not
seem quite satisfied with the way things
were going.

However, we went back to the Residency
to get something to eat. All had returned
with the exception of Mr. Simpson and